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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to the amendment filed on 1/28/2009, in which claims 
5,13,21, 25, 29, and 33 were cancelled and claims 1 - 4, 6 - 1 2, 1 4 - 20, 22 - 24, 26 - 
28, 30 - 32, and 34 - 41 are presented for further examination. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1 - 4, 6 - 1 2, 1 4 - 20, 22 - 24, 26 - 
28, 30 - 32, and 34 - 41 have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection necessitated by the amendment. 

Remarks 

3. As per claim 1 , applicant argues in substance in pages 18-20 that neither Ikedo 
(US 6,195,503) nor Fujita (US 5,933,570) nor Murase (US 6,285,826) specifically 
disclose priority information which indicates the priority at the time of reproduction 
regarding each audio and video stream making up said corresponding multiplexed 
stream is set to said middle-level hierarchical management information block and said 
management information block is further divided into blocks by a hierarchical structure, 
the middle-level hierarchical management information block corresponding to said 
actual data is formed for each said actual data, and the corresponding information 
necessary for reproducing Said actual data is set to a low-level hierarchical block of said 
middle-level hierarchical management information block and information necessary for 
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non-destructive editing-said actual data is set to a low-level hierarchical block of said 
middle-level hierarchical management information block. 
Examiner respectively disagrees. 

In response to applicant's argument, Examiner respectively responds that Ikedo (US 
fully disclose priority information which indicates the priority at the time of reproduction 
regarding each audio and video stream making up said corresponding multiplexed 
stream is set to said middle-level hierarchical management information block and said 
management information block is further divided into blocks by a hierarchical structure, 
the middle-level hierarchical management information block corresponding to said 
actual data is formed for each said actual data, and the corresponding information 
necessary for reproducing said actual data is set to a low-level hierarchical block of said 
middle-level hierarchical management information block (col. 5 lines 41 - 67; 43 
designates a still picture recording area in which the aforesaid still picture compressed files 
(aaa.xxx, bbb.xxx, ccc.xxx, . . . ) are recorded; 45 designates a sound recording area, in which 
the aforesaid sound compressed files (aaa.yyy, bbb.yyy, . . . ) are recorded; and, 47 designates a 
control area for storing information in which ones of the aforesaid still picture compressed files 
are associated with correlated sound compressed files, and in which a control file designating an 
order of reproduction, time control and the like is recorded. Within the illustrated FIGS. 4a-4b 
examples, the illustrated area ratio of the various file storage areas within recording area does 
not indicate actual recording area sizes, but instead, sizes of such areas can be freely assigned. 
During reproduction, a compressed file (for example, aaa.xxx, bbb.xxx, ccc.xxx, . . . and aaa.yyy) 
are selected from the still picture recording area 43 and the sound recording area 45 on the 
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basis of information of the control file within the control area, and COl.6 lines 1 - 14; the 

reproduction is performed in accordance with the content of the control area in the same manner 
as in FIG. 4a, and therefore, redundant description thereof is omitted for sake of brevity). 

Examiner interprets "selecting order of reproducing data on the basis of information in 
the control area" is "priority information which indicates the priority at the time of 
reproduction regarding each audio and video stream making up said corresponding 
multiplexed stream" as claimed. 

As per claims 9, 1 7, 23, 27, 31 , and 35 - 41 , see the rejection of claim 1 above. 

4. Thus, Examiner maintains the rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 -3,6-9, 14 - 18, 22 - 23, 26 - 27, 30 - 31 , and 34 - 41 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ikedo et al (US 6,195,503), in view 
of Fujita (US 5,933,570). 
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As Per claim 1, Ikedo et al discloses, 

A file recording device for recording actual data in a recording medium as a file 
with a predetermined format (abstract and col. 3 lines 7 - 36) where recording image 
and sound on the computer is "recording actual data in a predetermine format" as 
claimed. 

wherein said file to which a plurality of said actual data can be assigned is 
formed of a management information block in which management information for 
managing said actual data is put together, and said actual data block (abstract, 
Fig.4a and col. 5 lines 32 - 63) where sound, still picture, and control information reside 
on storage medium is "actual data can be assigned is formed of a management 
information block in which management information for managing said actual data is put 
together" as claimed. 

wherein said management information block is further divided into blocks by a 
hierarchical structure, the middle-level hierarchical management information 
block corresponding to said actual data is formed for each said actual data, and 
the corresponding information necessary for reproducing said actual data is set 
to a low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level hierarchical management 
information block (Fig.4b, col. 5 lines 41 - 67, and col. 6 lines 1-15) where data 
recording medium is divided into recording, reserve, and control area is "management 
information block is further divided into blocks by a hierarchical structure" as claimed, 
and wherein said file recording device assigns a stream in which video data 
serving as a stream and sound data serving as a stream are multiplexed to one 
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piece of said actual data to form said actual data block (abstract, Fig . 1 , and col. 2 
lines 13-32) where multiplex means multiplexing still image and sound is "multiplexing 
video data and audio data" as claimed. 

forms said middle-level hierarchical management information block 
corresponding to said multiplexed stream (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4-15) 
sets information necessary for reproducing said multiplexed stream, information 
necessary for reproducing said video data serving as said stream, and 
information necessary for reproducing said sound data serving as said stream to 
the low-level hierarchical block of the middle-level hierarchical management 
information block (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4- 15) 

and records said multiplexed stream in said recording medium as a file with said 
format (Fig. 6 and col .2 lines 13-32) where recording the multiplex output is "records 
said multiplex stream" as claimed, 

and wherein priority information which indicates the priority at the time of 
reproduction regarding each audio and video stream making up said 
corresponding multiplexed stream is set to said middle-level hierarchical 
management information block (col. 5 lines 41 - 67 and col. 6 lines 1-14) where 
selecting still and sound data based on order of reproduction from control file is "priority 
information which indicates the priority at the time of reproduction regarding each audio 
and video stream" as claimed. 

Ikedo does not specifically disclose information necessary for non-destructive 
editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level 
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hierarchical management information block and sets information necessary for non- 
destructive editing said actual data to the low-level hierarchical block of the middle-level 
hierarchical management information block. However, Fujita in an analogous art 
disclose the above limitation (abstract, col. 15 lines 29-67, and col. 16 lines 1 - 67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time invention was made to incorporate Fujita into Ikedo to include information 
necessary for non-destructive editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical 
block of said middle-level hierarchical management information block and sets 
information necessary for non-destructive editing said actual data to the low-level 
hierarchical block of the middle-level hierarchical management information block. The 
modification would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be 
motivated to provide speedy means of reproducing the data. 

As per claim 2, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Ikedo et al 
discloses, 

wherein information necessary for reproducing said multiplexed stream, 
information necessary for reproducing said video data serving as said stream, 
and information necessary for reproducing said sound data serving as said 
stream are set to said low-level hierarchical block as the extended data of said 
low-level hierarchical block (Fig.4b and col.6 lines 4-15) 
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As per claim 3, the rejection of claim 2 is incorporated and further Ikedo et al 
discloses, 

wherein the information necessary for reproducing said multiplexed stream is 
separated into system information relating to basic information, and system 
auxiliary information relating to auxiliary information, which are set to said low- 
level hierarchical block as each entry respectively (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4-15). 

As per claim 6, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Ikedo et al 
discloses, wherein priority information which indicates the priority at the time of 
reproducing the corresponding actual data is set for each said actual data (col. 5 
lines 41 - 67 and col. 6 lines 1 - 14). 

As per claim 7, the rejection of claim 1 is incorporated and further Ikedo 
discloses, 

wherein control information for controlling each stream making up said 
multiplexed stream is assigned to said actual data block as one piece of actual 
data (abstract, Fig. 1, and col. 3 lines 13 - 55) 

and the middle-level hierarchical management information block corresponding 
to said control information is set (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4-15) 

As per claim 8, the rejection of claim 7 is incorporated and further Ikedo 
discloses, 
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wherein said control information is information which instructs output or non- 
output of reproduction results regarding each of said respective streams 

(abstract, Fig.1, and col.3 lines 13 - 55) where controller control decompression and 
reproduction is "control information instructing output and non-output of reproduction 
results" as claimed. 

As per claim 9, Ikedo et al discloses, 

A file reproducing device for reproducing and outputting a file recorded in a 
predetermined recording medium (abstract and col.3 lines 7 - 36) where reproducing 
image and sound is "reproducing and outputting recorded file" as claimed, 
wherein said file to which a plurality of said actual data can be assigned is formed 
of a management information block in which management information for 
managing said actual data is put together, and said actual data block (abstract, 
Fig.4a and col. 5 lines 32 - 63) where control area is "management information block 
area" as claimed. 

wherein said management information block is further divided into blocks by a 
hierarchical structure, the middle-level hierarchical management information 
block corresponding to said actual data is formed for each said actual data, the 
corresponding information necessary for reproducing said actual data is set to a 
low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level hierarchical management 
information block (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4-15) where control area having area for 
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information necessary for reproducing the image and sound data is "dividing 
management information block" as claimed. 

a stream in which video data serving as a stream and sound data serving as a 
stream are multiplexed is assigned to one piece of said actual data to form said 
actual data block (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4-15) where multiplexing image and sound 
data to produce multiplexing output is "multiplexing video and sound data to form actual 
data" as claimed. 

said middle-level hierarchical management information block corresponding to 
said multiplexed stream is formed (Fig. 4b and col. 6 lines 4-15) 
information necessary for reproducing said multiplexed stream, information 
necessary for reproducing said video data serving as said stream, and 
information necessary for reproducing said sound data serving as said stream 
are set to the low-level hierarchical block of the middle-level hierarchical 
management information block (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4-15) 
wherein said file reproducing device processes the data of said file to be 
reproduced from said recording medium based on said information necessary for 
reproduction set to said low-level hierarchical block to reproduce said video data 
serving as said stream and said sound data serving as said stream (Fig.4b and 
col. 6 lines 4-15) where using the correspondence information to reproduce the file is 
"processing of the file from the recording medium" as claimed, 
and wherein a stream to be reproduced is selected based, on the priority 
information set to said middle-level hierarchical management information block, 
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which indicates the priority at the time of reproduction regarding each audio and 
video stream making up said corresponding multiplexed stream (col. 5 lines 41 - 
67 and col. 6 lines 1-14) where selecting still and sound data based on order of 
reproduction from control file is "the priority information set to said middle-level 
hierarchical management information block, which indicates the priority at the time of 
reproduction regarding each audio and video stream" as claimed. 

Ikedo does not specifically disclose information necessary for non-destructive 
editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level 
hierarchical management information block and information necessary for non- 
destructive editing said actual data is set to the low-level hierarchical block of the 
middle-level hierarchical management information block. However Fujita in an 
analogous art disclose the above limitation (abstract, col. 15 lines 29 - 67, and col. 16 
lines 1 -67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time invention was made to incorporate Fujita into Ikedo to include information 
necessary for non-destructive editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical 
block of said middle-level hierarchical management information block. The modification 
would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide 
speedy means of reproducing the data. 

As per claim 14, the rejection of claim 9 is incorporated and further Ikedo 
discloses, 
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wherein based on the priority information set to said middle-level hierarchical 
management information block, which indicates the priority at the time of 
reproduction regarding each stream making up said corresponding multiplexed 
stream, said stream is subjected to mixing (col. 5 lines 41 - 67 and col. 6 lines 1 - 
14). 



As per claim 15, the rejection of claim 9 is incorporated and further Ikedo 
discloses, 

wherein based on the control information to be provided in said actual data block, 
which controls each stream making up said multiplexed stream, reproduction of 
said corresponding stream is controlled (abstract and col. 6 lines 4-14) where 
control area corresponding to the information to be reproduce is " control information 
control reproduction of corresponding stream" as claimed. 



As per claim 16, the rejection of claim 15 is incorporated and further Ikedo 
discloses, 

wherein control of reproduction of said corresponding stream is control of output 
or non-output of reproduction results (col.4 lines 4 - 61 ). 



As per claim 17, Ikedo disclose, 
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A file editing device for editing a file with a predetermined format (abstract and 
col. 3 lines 7 - 36) where reproducing image and sound is "reproducing and outputting 
recorded file" as claimed. 

wherein said file to which a plurality of said actual data can be assigned is 
formed of a management information block in which management information for 
managing said actual data is put together, and said actual data block (abstract, 
Fig.4a and col. 5 lines 32 - 63) where control area is "management information block 
area" as claimed. 

wherein said management information block is further divided into blocks by a 
hierarchical structure, the middle-level hierarchical management information 
block corresponding to said actual data is formed for each said actual data, the 
corresponding information necessary for reproducing said actual data is set to a 
low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level hierarchical management 
information block (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4-15) where control area having area for 
information necessary for reproducing the image and sound data is "dividing 
management information block" as claimed. 

a stream in which video data serving as a stream and sound data serving as a 
stream are multiplexed is assigned to one piece of said actual data to form said 
actual data block (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4-15) where multiplexing image and sound 
data to produce multiplexing output is "multiplexing video and sound data to form actual 
data" as claimed. 
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said middle-level hierarchical management information block corresponding to 
said multiplexed stream is formed, information necessary for reproducing said 
multiplexed stream, information necessary for reproducing said video data 
serving as said stream, information necessary for reproducing said sound data 
serving as said stream are set to the low-level hierarchical block of the middle- 
level hierarchical management information block, and wherein said file editing 
device processes said file based on said information necessary for reproduction 
set to said low-level hierarchical block (Fig.4b and col. 6 lines 4-15) where using 
the correspondence information to reproduce the file is "processing of the file from the 
recording medium" as claimed, 

and wherein priority information which indicates the priority at me time of 
reproduction regarding each audio and video stream making up said 
corresponding multiplexed stream is set to said middle-level hierarchical 
management information block depending on the settings by a user (col. 5 lines 41 
- 67 and col. 6 lines 1-14) where selecting still and sound data based on order of 
reproduction from control file is "priority information which indicates the priority at me 
time of reproduction regarding each audio and video stream making up said 
corresponding multiplexed stream is set to said middle-level hierarchical management 
information block" as claimed. 

Ikedo does not specifically disclose information necessary for non-destructive 
editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level 
hierarchical management information block and information necessary for non- 
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destructive editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of the middle- 
level hierarchical management information block. However Fujita in an analogous art 
disclose the above limitation (abstract, col. 15 lines 29-67, and col. 16 lines 1 - 67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time invention was made to incorporate Fujita into Ikedo to include information 
necessary for non-destructive editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical 
block of said middle-level hierarchical management information block and information 
necessary for non-destructive editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical 
block of the middle-level hierarchical management information block. The modification 
would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide 
speedy means of reproducing the data. 

As per claim 18, the rejection of claim 17 is incorporated and further Ikedo 
discloses, 

wherein determination is made regarding whether or not said file is editable 
based on said information necessary for reproduction set to said low-level 
hierarchical block (fig.4a, fig.4b, abstract, and col. 3 lines 7 - 36). 

Claim 22 is file editing device claim corresponding to the file recording device claim 6, 
and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of claim 6 
above. 
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Claims 23 and 26 are file recording method claim corresponding to the file recording 
device claims 1 and 7 respectively, and rejected under the same reason set forth in 
connection to the rejection of claims 1 and 7 respectively above. 

Claims 27 and 30 are file reproducing method claim corresponding to the file 
reproducing device claims 9 and 15 respectively, and rejected under the same reason 
set forth in connection to the rejection of claims 9 and 15 respectively above. 

Claim 31 is a file editing method claim corresponding to the file editing device claim 17, 
and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of claim 17 
above. 

Claim 34 is file editing method claim corresponding to the file reproducing device claim 
6, and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of claim 6 
above. 

Claim 35 is a file recording program claim corresponding to the file recording device 
claim 1 , and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of 
claim 1 above. 
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Claim 36 is a file reproducing program claim corresponding to the file reproducing 
device claim 9, and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the 
rejection of claim 9 above. 

Claim 37 is a file editing program claim corresponding to the file editing device claim 17, 
and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of claim 17 
above. 

Claim 38 is a recording medium storing program file claim corresponding to the file 
recording device claim 1 , and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to 
the rejection of claim 1 above 

Claim 39 is a file reproducing medium claim corresponding to the file reproducing 
device claim 9, and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the 
rejection of claim 9 above. 

Claim 40 is a file editing program claim corresponding to the file editing device claim 17, 
and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of claim 17 
above. 
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Claim 41 is a recording medium claim corresponding to the file recording device claim 
1 , and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of claim 1 
above. 

6. Claims 4, 10, 11 - 12, 19 - 20, 24, 28, and 32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
1 03(a) as being unpatentable over Ikedo et al (US 6,1 95,503), in view of Fujita (US 
5,933,570), and further in view of Suzuki (US 5,751 ,356). 

As per claim 4, Ikedo et al discloses, management information block for managing 
recording and reproducing the data, dividing management information block into 
hierarchical level, multiplexing of audio and video, and recording the multiplexing data 
(abstract, and col. 2 lines 13-32, Fig.1, Fig.4b, Fig.6, and col. 6 lines 4- 15). Ikedo 
does not specifically disclose information necessary for non-destructive editing said 
actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level hierarchical 
management information block. However Fujita in an analogous art disclose the above 
limitation (abstract, col. 15 lines 29 - 67, and col. 16 lines 1 - 67). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to incorporate Fujita into Ikedo to include information necessary for 
non-destructive editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said 
middle-level hierarchical management information block. The modification would be 
obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide speedy 
means of reproducing the data. 
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Neither Ikedo nor Fujita disclose identification information which indicated video 
data is encoding using open GOP or close GOP. However, Suzuki in an analogous art 
disclose the above limitation (abstract, col.3 lines 37 - 67, and col.4 lines 1 - 62). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Suzuki into the combine 
teaching of Ikedo and Fujita to include identification information which indicated video 
data is encoding using open GOP or close GOP. The modification would be obvious 
because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to allow user to select play 
list for reproduction thereby eliminate confusion and making disc player easy to 
operate. 

As per claim 10, Ikedo et al discloses, management information block for managing 
recording and reproducing the data, dividing management information block into 
hierarchical level, multiplexing of audio and video, and recording the multiplexing data 
(abstract, and col. 2 lines 1 3 - 32, Fig.1 , Fig.4b, Fig. 6, and col. 6 lines 4-15). Ikedo 
does not specifically disclose information necessary for non-destructive editing said 
actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level hierarchical 
management information block. However Fujita in an analogous art disclose the above 
limitation (abstract, col. 15 lines 29 - 67, and col. 16 lines 1 - 67). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time invention was made to incorporate Fujita into Ikedo to include information 
necessary for non-destructive editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical 
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block of said middle-level hierarchical management information block. The modification 
would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide 
speedy means of reproducing the data. 

Neither Ikedo nor Fujita disclose a file having difficulty in reproduction is detected 
based on said information necessary for reproduction set to said low-level hierarchical 
block. However, Suzuki in an analogous arty discloses the above limitation (abstract). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Suzuki into the combine 
teaching of Ikedo and Fujita to include file having difficulty in reproduction is detected 
based on said information necessary for reproduction set to said low-level hierarchical 
block. The modification would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would 
be motivated to reduce the load impose on processor thereby increase the performance 
of the system. 

As per claim 11, Ikedo et al discloses, management information block for managing 
recording and reproducing the data, dividing management information block into 
hierarchical level, multiplexing of audio and video, and recording the multiplexing data 
(abstract, and col. 2 lines 1 3 - 32, Fig.1 , Fig.4b, Fig. 6, and col. 6 lines 4-15). Ikedo 
does not specifically disclose information necessary for non-destructive editing said 
actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level hierarchical 
management information block. However Fujita in an analogous art disclose the above 
limitation (abstract, col. 15 lines 29-67, and col. 16 lines 1 -67). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to incorporate Fujita into Ikedo to include information necessary for 
non-destructive editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said 
middle-level hierarchical management information block. The modification would be 
obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide speedy 
means of reproducing the data. 

Neither Ikedo nor Fujita disclose identification information which indicated video data is 
encoding using open GOP or close GOP. However, Suzuki in an analogous art 
discloses the above limitation (abstract, col.3 lines 37 - 67, and col.4 lines 1 - 62). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Suzuki into the combine 
teaching Ikedo and Fujita to include identification information which indicated video data 
is encoding using open GOP or close GOP. The modification would be obvious because 
one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to allow user to select play list for 
reproduction thereby eliminate confusion and making disc player easy to operate. 

As per claim 12, Ikedo et al discloses, management information block for managing 
recording and reproducing the data, dividing management information block into 
hierarchical level, multiplexing of audio and video, and recording the multiplexing data 
(abstract, and col. 2 lines 1 3 - 32, Fig.1 , Fig.4b, Fig. 6, and col. 6 lines 4-15). Ikedo 
does not specifically disclose information necessary for non-destructive editing said 
actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said middle-level hierarchical 
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management information block. However Fujita in an analogous art disclose the above 
limitation (abstract, col. 15 lines 29-67, and col. 16 lines 1 -67). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
invention was made to incorporate Fujita into Ikedo to include information necessary for 
non-destructive editing said actual data is set to low-level hierarchical block of said 
middle-level hierarchical management information block. The modification would be 
obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to provide speedy 
means of reproducing the data. 

Neither Ikedo nor Fujita disclose determination is made regarding whether or not the file 
is reproducible based on the identification information set to said low-level hierarchical 
block, which indicates whether said video data serving as said stream is data which has 
been subjected to encoding processing using closed GOP, or data which has been 
subjected to encoding processing using open GOP. However, Suzuki in an analogous 
art discloses the above limitation (abstract, col. 3 lines 37 - 67, and col .4 lines 1 - 62). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of invention was made to incorporate the teaching of Suzuki into the combine 
teaching of Ikedo and Fujita to include determination is made regarding whether or not 
the file is reproducible based on the identification information set to said low-level 
hierarchical block, which indicates whether said video data serving as said stream is 
data which has been subjected to encoding processing using closed GOP, or data 
which has been subjected to encoding processing using open GOP. The modification 
would be obvious because one of ordinary skill in the art would be motivated to allow 
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user to select play list for reproduction thereby eliminate confusion and making disc 
player easy to operate. 

Claims 19 and 20 are file editing device claim corresponding to the file reproducing 
device claims 1 1 and 12 respectively, and rejected under the same reason set forth in 
connection to the rejection of claims 11 and 12 respectively above. 

Claim 24 is a file recording method claim corresponding to the file recording device 
claim 4, and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of 
claim 4 above. 

Claim 28 is a file reproducing method claim corresponding to the file reproducing device 
claim 1 1 , and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of 
claim 11 above. 

Claim 32 is a file editing method claim corresponding to the file reproducing device 
claim 1 1 , and rejected under the same reason set forth in connection to the rejection of 
claim 11 above. 

Conclusion 

7. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See M PEP 
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§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AUGUSTINE OBISESAN whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2020. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30 AM - 5:00 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Pierre Vital can be reached on 571-272-4215. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
2/24/2009 

/Augustine Obisesan/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2169 



/Pierre M. Vital/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2169 



